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New pedestrian bridge over the Delaware and Raritan Canal in South Bound Brook is the first of its kind designed and built by NJDOT forces. 
(See story page 2) 
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New technical titles established 


After almost two years of cooperative effort between 
the Department of Transportation and Local 1032, 
Communications Workers of America; and Local 195, 
International Federation of Professional and Technical 
Engineers, AFL-CIO, the Department of Personnel 
has established the Engineering Technician and Con- 
struction and Maintenance Technician titles. These 
titles will provide both increased flexibility for em- 
ployees as well as greater promotional opportunities. 

The placement of employees into the new titles 
will be implemented by August 31, 1988. Employ- 
ees with specific questions regarding their titles 
should contact Candie Brown in Human Resources 
at 609-530-2940. 


Ridesharing: 1-800-245-POOL 


The Department’s latest ridesharing initiative was 
given a boost in July by the installation of 20 signs 
on highways statewide displaying the Department’s 
toll-free ridesharing information number: 1-800-245- 
POOL. 

The signs mark the start of a more active role for 
the Department in promoting suburb-to-suburb and 
suburb-to-city mobility statewide. 

In a related development, the recent reorganization 
of NJDOT established a new bureau to develop mar- 
keting strategies to encourage public/private partner- 
ships to provide improved transportation services. 
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Celebrating Route 18 
After the recent opening ceremony for Route 18 in 
Ocean Township, Commissioner Hazel Frank Gluck 
and Deputy Commissioner Robert A. Innocenzi posed 
with Region III staffers who were part of the team 
who worked on the project. They are John Callihan, 
Principal Highway Inspector; James Cahill, Senior 
Engineer; Mike Gross, Regional Construction 
Engineer; Mel Schechtman, Resident Engineer; 
Gluck and Innocenzi; Nicholas Cifelli, Region III 
Director and Jayish Patel, Assistant Engineer. 


UMTA grant for Route 1 traffic 

Alfred A. DelliBovi, head of the Urban Mass 
Transportation Administration (UMTA), presented 
the mayor of New Brunswick with $115,000 to 
enforce its new traffic reduction ordinance (TRO) 
in late June. 

The matching grant, the first of its kind, is ex- 
pected to be used to educate Route 1 corridor mu- 
nicipalities on the need to look at the regional 
picture during their planning and development 
process. 

Commissioner Hazel Frank Gluck was present at 
the UMTA-sponsored seminar the theme of which 
was methods of preserving suburb-to-suburb mobil- 
ity in face of rapid development. She told the 
group that TROs are compatible with NJDOT’s 
TRANSPLAN legislation which proposes to 
manage development and traffic growth statewide. 


Outdoor Art 


The 1,400 feet of construction fence which 
surrounds the renovations now underway at the 
Headquarters Building in Ewing will become the 
canvas for a teen artist competition this fall. 

Local high school art departments have been 
invited to submit student sketches of proposed graph- 
ics in September. Those selected will be provided 
with paint and other materials by the Department and 
participate in a contest in October. 
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Maintenance staffers proudly pose in 
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front of “their” bridge. They are 


Howard Apgar and Joe Unangst, both Bridge Repairers I (B.R. 1) ; Mike Unangst, Assistant Foreman; Tom Barbato, 
B.R. I; George Strelech, B.R. II; Dwayne Hoffman, B.R.1; Richard Stangle, B.R. II; Al Brenner, Senior Engineer; 
John Rainiero, Principal Engineer; John Kennedy, Crew Supervisor; George Sekela, B.R.1; Bob Lorenzo, Foreman; 
John Allshouse, B.R.I; Greg Homa, B.R. II; and John Cronce, B.R.I. Missing from the photo is Charles Melillo, 


Area Supervisor. 


Bridge crew builds a pedestrian bridge 


Bridge Crew 155 is claiming the distinction of 
completing the first bridge designed and built by 
NJDOT forces. 

The new pedestrian bridge over the Delaware and 
Raritan Canal in South Bound Brook was constructed in 
response to a request from local officials to replace an 
unprotected walkway along an adjacent, heavily traf- 
ficked, vehicular swing bridge. The older bridge, which 
no longer opens, crosses a recreation area along the 
canal and is listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

"Our bridge crews routinely rebuild and repair 
bridges, but this is the first time we constructed one 


from the footings up,” said John Rainiero, Principal 
Engineer, Maintenance. The only part of the project De- 
partment workers did not do was to place the steel 
girders. NJDOT does not have the necessary lifting 
equipment. 

The 96' x 6' timber-over-steel bridge was designed by 
the staff in the Bureau of Structural Engineering 
Services. The design team included Dan Wolfe, Bureau 
Chief; Eric Kraehenbuehl, Project Engineer; Richard 
Dunne, Principal Engineer and Jim DeBruyne, Assistant 
Engineer. 

Kraehenbuehl called the project a challenge. "It gave 
us a change from our usual routine," he said. 


Excavation yields canal gate from 1860s 


Cultural resource specialists from the NJDOT and 
archaeologists from Louis Berger & Associates (LBA) 
recently celebrated the unearthing of a well-preserved 
section of a canal lock gate which may date from the 
1860s on the old Delaware & Raritan (D&R) Canal. 

The archaeological excavation is part of a study being 
conducted along the proposed path of the final link in 
the construction of the Trenton Complex. Because of 
the D&R Canal’s listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, the National Historic Preservation Act 
of 1966 mandates that a data recovery program be 
implemented prior to highway construction. 

Edward Morin, the Principal Archaeological Investi- 
gator on the project, and a team of assistants from LBA 
spent three weeks in June excavating the lock site. The 
lock they uncovered was one of a series of 14 con- 
structed on the canal between 1831 and 1834 which 
linked the Delaware River at Bordentown with the 
Raritan River in New Brunswick. 

The waterway once served as a major link between 
Philadelphia and New York markets and played a major 
role in the industrial growth of the Trenton area. 


DOT TOT graduates first class 


Janet Fittipaldi, Senior Environmental Specialist 
(Archaeology), who is monitoring work on the project 
for the Bureau of Environmental Analysis (BEA), says 
that the waterway was a contour canal, following the 
terrain in the manner of 18th century English canals. It 
meandered over 43 miles of the landscape although the 
termini lie only 28 miles apart. 

The locks served as aquatic "elevators" allowing 
barges to negotiate a waterway which drops almost 100 
feet in elevation between its northern and southern ends. 

The canal, a transportation lifeline at the turn of the 
century, fell victim to the growth of the railroads and 
was Closed in the 1930s and deeded to local municipali- 
ties. The section under study in Trenton was filled in as 
part of a 1936 public works project. The northern 
section of the canal now serves as a recreation area and a 
potable water source for central New Jersey. 

"After photographing and measuring the lock, we will 
fill it in again, leaving the gate just under the surface," 
said Morin. Both the Canal Society of New Jersey and 
the D&R Canal Commission have expressed an interest 
in obtaining components of the locks for display. 


Commissioner Hazel Frank Gluck delivered the commencement address to the first graduating class of DOT TOT, the 
Department's child care center, on June 27. "Dedicating the DOT TOT center was one of the happiest days of my ca- 
reer in public service, "Gluck told the children and their parents. “This is quite an occasion to see you graduate and 
continue to kindergarten." Graduates with at least one NJDOT parent were Brett Barros, Brad Mileski, Darcy 


Moore, Jose Padilla, Payel Patel and Lauren Stratton. 
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NJDOT begins AIDS Awareness Seminars 


Bureau of Construction employees, Dawn Arcamone and Tony Rizzo attended the first 
AIDS Awareness Program at the Ewing Headquarters Complex. 


The Department's Training Bureau 
held its first AIDS Awareness Seminar 
at the Ewing Headquarters Complex on 
July 25. 

More than 2,000 NJDOTers have 
already signed up for the two- and 
one-half hour program which will be 
presented in all regions so that employ- 
ees may have an opportunity to learn 
about AIDS in the workplace. 

As of June 30, Department of Health 
Statistics show that there are 4,531 
reported cases of Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome in New Jersey. 

The AIDS virus is spread primarily 
through sexual contact when a condom 
is not used and sharing infected needles. 
AIDS may also be transmitted by an 
infected mother to her unborn or 
newborn child. 

Officials from the New Jersey 
Departments of Health and Education 


agree that the only weapons against the 
disease are prevention and education. 

Training Technician Sharon Bolen said 
her bureau worked closely with the De- 
partment of Health to develop the 
program. 

“According to the Health Department, 
most of us will know or work with 
somone who has AIDS,” said Bolen. 
“The only way all of us can protect 
ourselves is to know as much as we can 
about the disease and how it’s passed 
from person to person. That’s why Com- 
missioner Gluck asked us to put this 
program together.” 

The experts say that most people need 
to know just three things about AIDS: 

1. How you get it. 

2. How you avoid it. 

3. How AIDS will affect your job. 

Kathleen Russo, an AIDS Educator 
with the Department of Health, calls 


AIDS an “illness of consent.” 

“You decide to risk getting it or you 
decide to avoid it,” said Russo. “Living 
an AIDS-free life is easy if you change 
your behavior slightly.” 

However, Russo says changing the 
public’s sexual behavior is difficult at 
best. 

“AIDS is not a question of trust,” said 
Russo. “Most people who are infected 
don’t know it. Therefore, ‘trust me, I’m 
OK’, has no place in today’s sexual rela- 
tionships. You’ve got to protect your- 
Selien 


"You decide to risk getting 
it or you decide to avoid it. 
Living an AIDS-free life is 
easy if you change your 
behavior slightly. 


Should you want to find out if you’ve 
been exposed to the AIDS virus, Russo 
recommends using the state’s free, 
anonymous AIDS testing sites. 

“The state’s testing sites do not tell 
anyone you’ve been exposed to the virus 
because they never know who you are,” 
said Russo. “They don’t ask for your 
name or address so the only person who 
will know your status is you." 

NJDOT Director of Human Resources 
Natalie Havran says the Department will 
treat AIDS like any other illness. 

“Any employee who is suffering from 
AIDS will be welcome to work as long 
as he or she can do the job,” said Havran. 
“They may use sick or leave time as 
needed to get the care they need. 
Discrimination against victims of AIDS 
will not be tolerated in the Department.” 

Answers to AIDS questions or infor- 
mation about testing sites is available 24- 
hours a day by calling the NJ AIDS 
Hotline at 1-800-624-2377. 


Headquarters secretary retires after serving 
11 different commissioners over 38 years 


After 38 years with the Department of 
Transportation, Helen Giba will be 
saying goodbye to NJDOTers this fall. 

As the Department’s top secretary, 
you must first pass her desk before you 
may enter the inner sanctum of the 
Commissioner’s office. Giba is a 
sentinel with a twinkle in her eye, a seri- 
ous professional who also has a sense of 
humor. 

This combination, plus a down-to- 
earth attitude, have served her well. 
Helen Giba has successfully survived the 
different personalities and demands of 
11 commissioners. 

“T believe that life isn’t meant to be 
perfect and you have to be flexible,” 
Giba said. 

“Each Commissioner has had to face 
his or her set of problems during the 
tenure. I just concentrated on doing the 
best I could with each one,” she said. 

Giba noted that NJDOT has undergone 
tremendous changes since she first 
started working here in October 1950 
just after the Department had moved 
from the State House to its current 
location. 

“Tn the clerical area alone we have 
gone from manual typewriters, carbon 
paper and stencils to the speedier PCs 
and FAX machines. 

“Clerical titles have also been trans- 
formed dramatically. For example, six 
months after starting with the Depart- 
ment, I was secretary to a division 
director with a clerk stenographer’s 
title!” 

Giba said she has watched the 
Commissioner’s office expand to meet 
the demands of today’s complex world. 

“The Commissioner had no deputy or 
assistant commissioner years ago. 


Helen Giba stands before the pictures of the Department's commissioners, including 
the 11 she served during her 38-year career with the Department of Transportation. 


Almost all significant actions were 
signed personally — difficult then, but 
impossible today. 

Noting the thousands of phone calls 
and letters answered each year, Giba 
said she has watched the Department 
grow not only larger, but also more 
responsive to the needs and demands of 
the public. 

“NJDOT is still the best run Depart- 
ment in state government. We have been 
a model in many areas of the state and 
the nation. That’s something to’ be proud 
of,” she said. 

What does the future hold for this 
soon-to-be retired “guardian” of the 
commissioner’s door? 


After a career of long, demanding 
hours, Helen Giba thinks she may catch 
up on household projects, read, sew, 
garden, bowl, do crafts and volunteer 
work. Most of all, she says she is 
looking forward to spending time with 
family and friends. 

“T will miss everyone at the Depart- 
ment as well as the people in other state 
and federal agencies with whom I have 
had dealings and whom I have gotten to 
know over the years. 

“T consider myself extremely fortunate 
to have worked for the NJDOT all these 
years. The people here are the cream of 
the crop and very professional. I consider 
myself lucky to have known them." 
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William Dziamba, Pr. Highway 
Inspector, C&M, 40 yrs.; Andrew J. 
Lennert, Pr. Landscape Architect, 
Design, 36 yrs.; John L. Beckley Jr., Pr. 
Engineering Aide, Design, 35 yrs.; 
Dominick Blanco, Equipment Operator, 
C&M, 35 yrs.; Nicholas A. DiPierro, 
Crew Supervisor, C&M, 30 yrs.; 
Kenneth A. O’Dell Jr., Crew Supervi- 
sor, C&M} 29 yrs.; Robert E. Shellmer, 
Project Engineer, C&M, 29 yrs.; Allan 
C. Olson, Area Supervisor, C&M, 28 
yrs.; Thomas G. Reese, Supervising 
Engineer, C&M, 27 yrs.; Alexander 
Fleming, Equipment Operator, C&M, 26 
yrs.; Theodore J. Fischer, Regional 
Design Engineer, Design, 26 yrs.; 
George R. Hoffman, Equipment 
Operator, C&M, 26 yrs.; Joseph D. 
Pownall, Pr. Right of Way Negotiator, 
Right of Way, 21 yrs.; Jack L. Sutter- 
ley, Model Maker II, Design, 21 yIS.; 
Merritt J. Warwick, Pr. Training 
Technician, Human Resources, 21 yrs; 
Joseph T. Andrade, Maintenance 
Worker I, C&M, 21 yrs.; William R. 
Sims, Title Examiner, Right of Way, 19 
yrs.; Pasquale Avino, Crew Supervisor, 
C&M, 18 yrs.; Shirley J. Clark, Pr. 
Clerk Typist, Central Services, 16 yrs.; 
Gloria Blumenthal, Pr. Planner, Project 
Engineering, 16 yrs.; Richard C. 
Christiansen, Supply Support Techni- 
cian II, C&M, 13 yrs.; William Solo- 
mon, Electrical Mechanic I, C&M, 11 
yrs. 


Dress for 
summer safety 


The weather may change but the 
way you must dress to work in the 
field never does. 

The Department's safety manual 
requires each employee working in 
the field to wear "T" type shirts or 
sweatshirts, full length pants and 
substantial shoes and socks at all 
times. Sneakers or other athletic 
shoes and sleeveless shirts should 
not be worn. 

The rules apply to anyone 
working in the field, regardless of 
their regular work station. 

It's your job to see that accidents 
don't happen. So, let's be careful 
out there. 


(transporter) 
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Three NIDOT riders were part of this 56-rider column that received a police escort for the final miles of a 500-mile marathon. The 
event raised money for Anchor House, a Trenton-based home for teenage runaways. 


NJDOT cyclists ride 500 miles for Mercer teens 


Five NJDOT employees completed a 
seven-day, Maine to Mercer County bike 
marathon to benefit Anchor House, a 
Trenton-based home for teen runaways. 

The 500-mile trip ended at the Quaker- 
bridge Mall (outside of Trenton) on 
Saturday, July 16, to the thunderous 
applause of 200 well-wishers. The riders 
traveled through seven states enduring 
scorching heat and humidity, 5 a.m. 
wake-up calls and two attack cows. 

David Byers and John Spedding from 
the Bureau of Landscape Architecture 
and John Jones from the Bureau of 
Scheduling, Monitoring and Information 
left West Kennebunk, ME, on Saturday, 
July 9, and traveled about 70 miles a day. 

Their route took them through scenic 
countryside, along busy highways, up 
seemingly vertical hills and, Spedding’s 
favorite part, down steep hills, 

“T love coasting down a long smooth 
hill after a tough climb,” said Spedding. 
“If you crouch over the handlebars you 
can get up to 50 miles per hour. You 
don’t want to hit a rock at that speed 
unless you want to learn to fly." 

Backing up the riders with water, ice- 
cold towels, emergency repairs and first 
aid supplies were Bob Preston, also from 
the Bureau of Landscape Architecture, 
and Roger Henry from Landscape 
Maintenance. They manned the “Sag 
Wagon” (a back-up van), and drove from 
place to place along the daily route to 
assist the riders. 

Byers said the two were lifesavers. 

“Some days you thought you couldn’t 
go another mile,” said Byers. “Then 
those two guys would come around the 


comer and cool you off with a wet, ice- 
cold towel and a bunch of encourage- 
ment. They were just great!” 

According to Henry, the high heat and 
humidity had the riders looking for 
anything cool as soon as they arrived at 
the hotel at day's end. 

“Within 15 minutes of their arrival, 
every cube of ice in the motel was gone,” 
said Henry. “First they iced down their 
knees and ankles, then they hit the pool. 
Sure, they had a few beers while they 
were sitting around the pool, but that was 
just for medical purposes.” 

Jones said dealing with the heat and 
humidity was difficult, but otherwise the 
trip went smoothly. Except, of course, 
for those two angry cows. 

“A couple of the riders were pedaling 
along a ridge in the middle of nowhere 
when they noticed two young cows 
strolling around in the middle of the 
road,” said Jones. “As the bikers rode 
by, the cows became upset and chased 
them for a short distance. Fortunately, 
COWS are not too quick and our bikers 
outran them. You know, I wish I was 
there. I’ve never seen an angry cow.” 

Most long trips are more fun if you 
have some company. Byers brought his 
new bride, Linda. 

“We got married about six weeks 
before the marathon,” said Byers. “The 
trip was part of our honeymoon. But, 
when the room lists came out, we 
weren’t together. I thought my wife was 
going to be upset. But as things tumed 
out, it wasn’t a problem.” 

The NJDOT riders raised about $2,000 
towards the marathon’s $80,000 goal. 


Byers and Spedding said much of their 
pledges are due to the generosity of their 
co-workers and the hard work of their 
unit secretary, Lucy Feole. 

“Lucy worked extremely hard to get 
the pledge forms out and ‘encourage’ our 
co-workers to sign up,” said Spedding. 
“She deserves a lot of credit.” 

However, it’s not too late to kick ina 
few bucks. If you or your work group 
would like to make a donation you can 
contact Byers and Spedding at (609) 
530-5673 or Jones at (609) 530-2541. 
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John Spedding finished the 500-mile ride 
tired, but happy. 


Ed Kondrath has vanpooled from 
Medford to Trenton for 8 years. 


If you work 
in Trenton 


iif you work 
elsewhere 


Want to Car/Vanpool? 


\ 12 vans in 
operation 
\ Free match-up 
for carpoolers 
\ Dial 530-3543 


\ Free match-up 
for carpoolers 
\V Third-party van 
pools available 
\ Dial 1-800- 
245-POOL 
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New Appointments 


Olga Sharma has been named 
Director of the Office of Civil Rights 
Contract Compliance. She had previ- 
ously served as Chief of the Bureau of 
Program Development. 

Salim M. Baig has been appointed 
Acting Chief, Bureau of Structural 
Investigation, Evaluation and Rating. He 
succeeds John Olandt who is leaving to 
work in the private sector. 

Mark Howard is the new manager of 
the Bureau of Strategic Planning. 
Howard was formerly the Acting 
Manager for long range planning at the 
Metropolitan Transportation Agency in 
New York. 

Howard's assistant manager is Thomas 
Birkland, who was formerly in the 
Governor's Authorities Unit. 

Barbara A. Dyett has been appointed 
Special Events Coordinator in the Office 
of the Commissioner. She previously 
served as Executive Assistant to Assis- 
tant Commissioner Crawford. 

A new Correspondence Unit has been 
established in the Communications 
Office to answer mail. Dottie Kish has 
been appointed to head the unit and John 
Dourgarian has been named Chief 
Writer. Kathi Aufschneider, formerly 
of Project Development, is on a mobility 
assignment as a writer. The support staff 
includes Sue Brown and Gail Greener. 

Kathy Gernhart has been named 
Secretary to the Commissioner. She 
replaces Helen Giba who is retiring (see 
story on page 3). 


People Potpourri 


Richard J. Levenduski, Principal 
Engineer, Bureau of Utility and Railroad 
Engineering, recently celebrated 40 years 
with the NJ National Guard. He holds 
the rank of Sergeant Major. 

Keith Swango, Principal Drafting 
Technician, Bridge, is Vice President for 
Programming and Education, of Parents 
Without Partners. The non-profit 
organization functions as a support and 
social group for single parents. For more 
information, contact Swango evenings at 
609-393-8696. 

Henry Soloway, Project Engineer, 
Region II, invites employees who golf to 
participate in the Inaugural Region II 
Invitational Golf Tournament on 
September 19 on the East Orange Golf 
Course. More information can be 
obtained from Reservations Chairman 
James Schilling, Region II Design at 
(201) 648-3554. 

Wedding bells rang out in June for 
Kimberly Stuhltrager, Senior Clerk 
Typist, Cherry Hill Maintenance, who 
married Carl Davis, a former Bridge 
Repairer in Glassboro. 

Charles R. Irvin Sr., Bridge Operator 
on the Nacote Creek Bridge in 
Smithville, and his wife, Laura , are the 
proud parents of a son, Charles Raymond 
who was born on March 12. 

Valerie Brown, Right of Way 
Negotiator, Region III, and her husband, 
Dennis, welcomed their new 7 Ib. 15 oz. 
son, Dennis Maurice, on April 21. 

Joe Galayda, Area Supervisor, Region 
I, and his wife, Mary, are the happy 
parents of their second daughter, 
Katherine Jo, who weighed in at 9 lbs. 6 
oz. on April 18. 

Frank Palise, Regional Materials 
Engineer and Nicholas Cifelli, Director, 
Region III, recently presented a sugges- 
tion award to Sharon Wilbur, Engineer- 
ing Aide I. She suggested creating a card 
file to provide supervisors with phone 
numbers of employees and their next of 
kin for use in emergencies. 


This photo is from the collection of John P. Hoschek , afrequent contributor to this column. If you can identify this photograph, send your 


answer in writing along with your name, title and unit to Transporter, Room 1500, Headquarters, Trenton. It is not necessary to send the 
Transporter photograph with your answer. Please submit your answers by September 5. 


Can you identify this ‘Moment in History’? 


Only 15 DOTers correctly identified the photograph of the old 
Newark Airport Terminal which later became the North Terminal. 
The correct replies came from: Diane Butchin, Senior Clerk Typist, 
and Walter Suter, Senior Highway Inspector, Region III Mainte- 
nance, Freehold; Hassan Khademi, Assistant Engineer, Region I 
Local Aid, Netcong; Frank Brady, Project Engineer, Local Aid, 
Trenton; Gil Maupin, Chief of Inspections and Aircraft Operations, 
Aeronautics, Trenton; Michael R. DeBonis Jr., Sign Fabricator, 
Sign Shop Trenton; Lynne Acerra, Senior Clerk Typist, Region III 
Design; John P. Hoschek, Director of Public Transportation 
Services; Henry Soloway, Project Engineer, Region II Design, 
Newark; Bob Cunningham, Right of Way Negotiator, Hillside; 


Stephen Avetzak, Bridge Repairer II, Hanover; Warren A. Beck, 
Engineering Aide I, Construction & Maintenance; Raymond 
Kropinack, Senior Right of Way Appraiser; Mark D’Zurilla, As- 
sistant Engineer, Region IV Design; the staff of the Bureau of 
Project Support; and George W. Earle Sr., retired Inspector. 

Several NJDOTers were not acknowledged in last month’s 
Transporter due to a mail problem. Correctly indentifying the 
Cooper River Bridge in Camden were: William T. Love, Senior 
Planner, Project Development; Richard L. Uth, Regional Elec- 
trical Supervisor, Region IV; Joan C. Lee, Engineering Aide I, 
Region IV; Eugene E. Hoff, Principal Engineer, Local Road 
Design, Region IV. 


New Jersey 
Department of Transportation 
1035 Parkway Avenue, CN 600 

Trenton, New Jersey 08625 


Send in your 
‘Good News' forms. 
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